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ECSCA Field Trial Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, January 18, 2022

Call to Order- Cheryl Dooley called the meeting to order at 5:35 CST.
Present – 
John Alstad, Ron Bullock, Jack Glinsky, Ted McCue, Susan Sarracino-Deihl, David Williams & Cheryl Dooley.
Guest – Pat Keliher (Member 2021 FTC)
Minutes from December 23, 2021- The minutes from the December FTC meeting were approved via email by the 2021FTC.
Election of New FTC Chair & Secretary-
Ted nominated Cheryl Dooley for the FTC Chair position. Ron seconded the nomination. A vote was taken and was unanimous.
Cheryl asked for any nominations or volunteers for Secretary.  Hearing none, this was tabled.

Agenda- An agenda had been emailed to the FTC prior to the meeting. The agenda was lengthy and it was recognized the FTC would need to prioritize items as there were too many for one meeting. It was also mentioned some ‘housekeeping items’ could be settled by email and then documented as such in the meeting minutes.
The list included:
1. Day and Time the new FTC desired to meet as well as whether to meet twice a month or once a month.
2. Potential Zoom Meetings
3. 2021 NCC Budget – if finalized
4. 2021 NACC Budget – if finalized
5. 2021 NACC Virginia and AKC email
6. 2022 NACC- North Dakota
7. Electronic voting of 2022 NACC Judges
8. NACC Entry numbers and number of Amateur stakes held throughout the year
9. 2023 NCC Bid Proposal
10. Communication – Emailing meeting minutes to Field Cocker Folks
11. Review FTC Mission Statement
12. Revise Trial Application Form
13. Locations for future NCC (2023, 2024, 2025)
14. Fall Trial Calendar
15. Review, document and announce High Point Award calculation change
The new FTC decided the major topic to focus on this evening would be the NACC-Virginia in order to make a decision on 2022 NACC-North Dakota.
FTC Meeting – Day & Time – The new FTC decided the third Tuesday of the month at 5:30 PM (CST) would continue to work as a meeting day/time.  However, if the need arises to discuss a special topic special meetings will be scheduled.
Zoom Meetings- Cheryl has been investigating the possibility of ZOOM meetings where meetings would be transcribed.  There are questions on how this works. Cheryl contacted the ZOOM organization, but they are asking that she take a Training webinar to try to get questions answered.  Cheryl will take the training and let the FTC know more details soon.

NCC & NACC Budgets -  Cheryl reported the 2021 National budgets have not been finalized.  Therefore, these agenda items will be tabled until the February FTC meeting.

2021 NACC Virginia- Facts mentioned to the FTC: The NACC – Virginia Trial had 37 Entries, but after 3 Scratches only 34 Starters.  The AKC requires 35 Starters in order to recognize an event as a National. The 2021 NACC Committee petitioned the AKC to consider the Trial a National in spite of having only 34 Starters.
Cheryl shared the email response from Doug Lundgren (AKC) with the Group:

Hi Dawn,
 The results and the Event Committee’s report regarding the National Cocker Amateur Championship have been reviewed.  It is AKC’s conclusion that the event should count as an Amateur National Championship.  This is a one-time exception.  The club should do everything possible in the future to achieve the National Championship standard.   It continues to be AKC’s hope that more amateur stakes will be held throughout the year, encouraging amateur participation in the sport. 

The AKC appreciates the hard work that went into organizing and hosting this event and the training that went into the dogs that participated.
I hope to watch the skill of these wonderful dogs in North Dakota in 2022. 
My Best,
Doug Ljungren
Executive VP, Sports & Events
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Special note was made of the fact the AKC is stating this is a ONE-TIME EXCLUSION.

It was pointed out that in light of the fact that the 2020 Ohio NACC and the 2021 Virginia NACC were not well attended, it might be appropriate for the FTC to reconsider having a NACC yearly and/or in the Fall when the dates are close to the NCC. 

Pat Keliher stated that the previous 2021 FTC decided to table this important topic so the new 2022 FTC would be able to discuss the situation and make an appropriate decision. Pat also brought up the issue a lack of Amateur Stakes on the Calendar. He feels since most of these stakes are in the central region, obviously most qualified dogs live in the central region.  However, he feels there were not a lot of options on where to host this event.  For whatever reason, it has been difficult to attract Clubs to host National Trials. 

The consensus of the FTC seems to be the entire issue needs to be revisited.  However, the 2021 FTC, ECSCA and AKC all approved North Dakota to host the 2022 NACC.  The 2022 FTC will be responsible for trying to assist the North Dakota Committee with their Trial.

There was discussion around changing the NACC to every other year instead of every year, moving the calendar date to spring instead of fall, as well as potentially trying to hold the event in a Central location. 

It was mentioned the ‘Springer World’ initially scheduled their National Open and Amateur back to back at the same location.  Eventually, for no known reason, they changed to allow each National event to take place at different weeks on the calendar and at different locations.

Ted suggested to allow the 2022 North Dakota NACC to proceed.  Upon the closing date, the FTC will conduct a special meeting to assess the level of interest and appropriate measures for proceeding with NACC’s in the future.  That is; reevaluate every year vs. every other, Spring vs Fall, location, scheduling around the NCC, etc…

It was mentioned it may be necessary to line-up a tentative host Club for the 2023 NACC in case the FTC chooses to proceed with a yearly NACC.

Additionally, the FTC decided to encourage North Dakota to strive for 40- entries. That way; if there are scratches they will still likely have 35 starting dogs.

Finally, it was suggested to have a roll call prior to the start of the Trial so all participants will know if there are 35 dogs starting and the event will, in fact, be classified a National. Apparently, there was confusion at the 2021 NACC- Virginia as the Trial commenced without notifying Handlers there might be an issue.

Adjournment -  Ted welcomed new FTC Members – Dave, John and Jack and then made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ron seconded the motion and the motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:36 PM (CST)


Respectfully submitted: Cheryl Dooley – FTC Chair
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