             English Cocker Spaniel Club of America
Field Trial Committee
July 20, 2021 Meeting Minutes

Members Present:  Dawn Schuster ___ Ted McCue (E) ___ Susan Sarracino-Deihl(C) ___ 
Cheryl Dooley(W) ____     members at Large: Pat Keliher____ Chris Dartt ____ Ron Bullock_____

Call to order 5:35 Central Time
Dawn reported that our expected guests were not able to make it to this month’s meeting but have committed for August.  
Approve the minutes 
Approved via email prior to the meeting
Approve the agenda
Susan asked that under new business we add an item regarding trophies.
Motion to approve the agenda as modified.  Motion by Cheryl Dooley, seconded by Chris Dartt, Motion passes without objection.
National updates 

Dawn gave an overview of the National Championships that are being planned.
NCC 2022 – The parent club has approved the 2022 NCC.
NCC 2021 - With Richie Whelan being away on vacation Cheryl Dooley reported out on behalf of the NCC  Committee. The highlights of the report include: Work still to do on the Premium, but it is nearly done.  Fundraising is going well but more to report later.  Hotel is secured (15 min from grounds). Camping areas are being identified. Kathy Iverson has agreed to Marshal and has pulled together a group to assist, Gun team is set: Gun Captains are Glen Farrara and Chris Jensen. They have assembled a very experienced team. Bruce Britton has agreed to plant the trial.  All and all, this year’s NCC is coming together very well.
NCC 2021 New Patron Program - Vicky Thomas and Deb Strohl will update the FTC in August
NACC 2021 – The Chair will report on the NACC at a future meeting.  Dawn reported that Paul McGagh and Casey Butz have accepted the invitation to judge the 2021 NACC. December 1-3, 2021, Esmont, VA. 
NCC Ballots sent 
Cheryl reported that the mailing was sent.  She asked if the FTC hears about mistakes on ballots to please report them to her.  Out of the 146 mailed about 60% have been returned which is consistent with past years. All is on track for getting the final ballot out in August.

Survey on Spring VS Fall NACC 
Cheryl reviewed the results with the FTC.  The survey had a strong response and has valuable information to help give the FTC input to determine what changes should be reconsidered regarding the timing of future NACC’s.   The results will be shared on Field Cockers as soon as it is finalized.
FTC gave preliminary consideration of the results and discussed whether to reconsider the Feb 2021 approval of the fall NACC policy that was subsequently approved by the Parent Club.  The FTC discussed options but decided we needed more time to critically review the results and think and discuss the issue.
Motion to table this item to a time certain (Tabled until August).  Motion by Pat Keliher, Second Ron Bullock.  Motion passes without objection.
Start discussion on Trial Regions.
Chris Dartt has begun to look at the data related to the number of trials and trialers in the current Trial Regions, but reported that more work needs to be done. The FTC agrees, based on the growth in the sport, that the regions should be reviewed. This will be brought up at a future meeting.
Judging criteria for regular trial judges.
Pat reviewed the current criteria to become a judge for cocker trials. The FTC discussed if we should make any changes or if the current process is adequate.  The FTC believes the current system is working and did not believe that any action was needed.  
Dawn raised the issue of mentoring new judges to help expand the knowledge of new judges  and educate judges to the Green Book.  The FTC encourages local clubs to place new cocker judges with senior cocker judges.  The FTC will keep discussing the idea of a mentoring program.
 New Business
A. Bids for NACC 2022…West or Central
This agenda item was postponed until the FTC determines if the current policy around fall NACC’s should be modified to also allow for a spring NACC.
Judge’s letter for NACC 2022 will be completed as soon as a final bid is approved.
B. Clubs that are holding fall trials are reminded to forward trial information to Bethann Wiley so the field cocker web calendar can be updated. She will not update the website without information coming to her from the clubs. 
C. Update on a new trial submission form
Susan has agreed to develop a fillable format and will work with Chris and Pat on a final product and they will report back at a future meeting.
New Business on Items not on the agenda 
Susan asked about specific North American trophies given at the NCC and needs background.  Chris will work with others to find the details that Susan needs.
Dawn reported that the Canadian Kennel Club has allowed, for one year, dogs who place in an AKC Open or Amateur stake, to be qualified for like National stakes in Canada. This is the result of Covid and US dogs/handlers not being able to travel to Canadian trials. The US/Canadian Boarder is opening on August 9th.  

Motion to Adjourn. Motion by Chris Dartt, Seconded by Ted McCue. Motion passes without objection.

Next meeting of the FTC will be on Tuesday, August 17, 2021, 5:30 PM Central



