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Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 17, 2026 - 7:00 PM Eastern Time

Attendees: Barbara Defalco, Sarah Foster, Jack Glinsky, Jeff Lusk, Paul McGagh, Mark Mercie, Jonathon Sims
Role/Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM ET by Jack
Old Business:
Judge Qualification Alternate Pathway – 50 Point Rule
Jack Glinsky reported on his discussion with   Caroline from the AKC regarding the proposed alternate judge qualification pathway. Approval will require review by multiple boards.  There are still some details to work through, however, if all goes well, it may be completed by the end of the year.
He expressed the committee’s concern over the decrease in judges (from 310 to 135) and that the team felt that this new pathway could potentially attract more individuals.
Any judges approved through the alternative pathway will still need to complete the “Darkness to Light” seminar. 

Reminder to all previously qualified judges:  
All judges must complete the AKC‑required “Darkness to Light” seminar to maintain eligibility. If you have not taken the training yet and need instructions/access information resent:
· Email: PerformanceJudges@akc.org
· Call/Text: Christy – 919‑816‑3308
· Hard copies are available for judges without internet access upon request. This option takes a couple of weeks to process as the judge must send back a post-test worksheet to be graded. 
 Judges are strongly encouraged to retain proof of completion.
Reminder to Local Field Trial Committees: you are responsible for verifying judge eligibility prior to events.
Action Item:
Noted during this discussion, the judging criteria posted on the Cockers in the Field website requires updating.  The committee will review the current criteria that is posted to identify discrepancies and will follow up to ensure the updated version is sent for posting.
Judges List
Cheryl Dooley is compiling and maintaining an updated list of judges. Once complete, it will be submitted for posting on the Cockers in the Field website.
Judging Seminars
Two judging seminars are currently posted on the Cockers in the Field event calendar. Clubs hosting seminars are encouraged to promote them through Hunt Secretary and the Cockers in the Field website to increase visibility.
Approved Field Trials
The following have been approved since the last monthly meeting:
· Euclid — 
· October 17 - Open / Amateur / Puppy
· October 18 - Open / Amateur

National Judge Selection Criteria
The team discussed concerns about the National Judge selection process, focusing on ensuring that any proposed changes do not reduce the pool of available judges.
They also discussed the nominating process for National ballots and ideas for promoting cocker centric judges.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 9:27 PM ET.
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