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ECSCA Field Trial Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Call to Order- Cheryl Dooley called the meeting to order at 5:35 pm CST.
Present – John Alstad, Ron Bullock, Jack Glinsky, Ted McCue, Susan Sarracino-Deihl, David Williams & Cheryl Dooley.
Minutes from February 15, 2022- The minutes from the February FTC meeting were approved via email by the 2022 FTC and circulated to Cocker Owners via email.
Agenda: An agenda was emailed to the FTC in advance.  No changes were made at this time.

OLD BUSINESS:

Review of the 2021 NACC Budget: Kathy Moseley, ECSCA Treasurer has been working on last year’s NACC Budget.  The document is not finalized as she is waiting on receipts for reimbursement.  As soon as it is finalized she will email the document. To-date, the budget appears to be just over $1400 in the ‘red’. 

Future NCC Locations –Traditionally NCC locations were penciled in three years in advance. Here is where we stand today:

	2023 NCC (West Region) – no location definite.  
The Timpanogos (Utah) Club submitted a proposal to the 2021 FTC. Susan noted the initial proposal was discussed in both April 2021 and May 2021. At that time, the FTC requested Dawn Schuster ask for more information regarding courses to be utilized as well as a formal budget proposal.  Nothing has been received to-date.

Gary Riddle has reported to Cheryl they are currently working on a proposal. They have asked for a copy of the Final NCC Budgets from either 2019 – Iowa NCC or 2020 North Dakota NCC.  Cheryl emailed the North Dakota budget from Jon Hunke.  The Utah proposal is expected within the week.

It was noted that it would be nice to have an exact location for the NCC before contacting potential Judges regarding their desire to be on the Preliminary Ballot.

	2024 NCC (East Region) – Cocker Spaniel Club of New York – Note: this is the Club’s 100th year anniversary.

	2025 NCC (Central Region) – No location to-date. Cheryl requested FTC Members from the Central Region to help spread the word we are seeking a Volunteer Club.  Cheryl will also start to directly contact Central Region Clubs.

It was mentioned that the Mission statement & Objectives for the FTC clearly state the FTC is responsible for making certain National events are successful and provide suitable courses with cover available that is appropriate for cockers.

There was mention of a National that had courses with sparse cover and short flag lines, causing what little cover there was get ‘beaten down’ quickly by the number of dogs running the beats. There was discussion around the FTC’s role in making certain this situation not occur again. 

There was discussion about the 2022 NCC - Illinois cover.  A few FTC Members have been to the location for Springer Nationals and indicated the terrain will have structure and be versatile and cocker like.

The attention was shifted back to the 2023 NCC and the urgency to get the location approved sooner than later. There was discussion around having 1-2 FTC representatives visit Utah and make certain the grounds are appropriate. The FTC will contact the Utah Club and determine if this is a possibility.

2022 NACC Judges:  Cheryl reported the announcement of the two Judges for the 2022 NACC 
- North Dakota was sent out in an email blast to the ‘Cocker World’.  The two Judges selected are:  Mhari Peschel and Ralph Botti. Both expressed sincere gratitude and are looking forward to judging the Trial.

Cheryl reported that this election was held by electronic voting. It was a great deal more efficient than paper ballots sent via USPS.  We received responses from 85% of the eligible Voters, which is well above the usual 50-60% received when using paper ballots.

There was discussion around emailing Voters periodically throughout the process to remind them to get their vote(s) registered.  Cheryl reported we can customize those reminders in terms of how many we want to send out. Cheryl mentioned she hates to flood Folks’ email boxes, but it is possible to send reminders only to the Folks who have not yet voted.

Amateurs Handling Dog Owned by Others:  This discussion was a continuation from the February meeting.  It has been brought to the attention of the FTC that some Amateur Handlers are running dogs owned by Pros or Other Amateurs in Amateur Stakes. The FTC discussed this topic at length. 

Ted mentioned the “Retriever World’ has an Owner-Handler Amatuer All-Age stake available and wondered if that could be applied to the ‘Spaniel World’. 

Jack pointed out there is a rule in the AKC Handbook of Rules and Procedures for Spaniel Trials (page 17) that defines a Pro Trainer as well as an Amateur All-Age Stake.  Jack read the rule to the FTC. 

Trial Rules and Standard Procedures for Spaniels – amended to August 2017 
Chapter 15 – Rules for Spaniel Trials (except Irish Water Spaniels)
Section 21.  (pages 17 – 18)
An Amateur All-Age Stake shall be for dogs over six months of age that are handled by amateurs.  The status of the handler is to be determined by the Field Trial Committee of the club holding the trial.

Definition of a Professional
A professional shall be defined as any person who accepts, or has accepted, money, or other compensation (defined as anything that has a monetary value), for field training of field trial handling of any breed of hunting dog.”
A professional may not compete in an Amateur stake. If someone has not acted as a professional for two (2) years preceding the trial, they may return to amateur status.
Any professional desiring to return to amateur status shall file a notarized notice with the ESSCA Field VP stating their intention to do so, complete with date of their last professional action. The Field VP will notify the ESSCA interclub chairmen of that person’s intentions and keep a record of the notice.
Return to amateur status will be allowed one time only per individual.
A professional returning to amateur status will only be allowed to run dogs in field trials if those dogs are owned by themselves or a member of their immediate family.
The determination of amateur status under these directives for the purpose of any particular field trial shall be made by the Field Trial Committee for that trial.”
The FTC determined that as the Amateur All-Age Stake rule does not indicate the Amateur Handler needs to own the dog they are handling. It was concluded that the status of a Handler is determined by whether or not one accepts anything of monetary value and the status of the Dog does not matter. That is; dogs are not designated as Pro vs Amateur.

There was discussion around whether the FTC had any reason to petition the AKC to change the rule. Citing that we currently have trouble getting enough dogs to enter Amateur Stakes, it was decided to continue to abide by the AKC rule and allow Amateurs to handle dogs not owned by themselves.

Finally, it was suggested that if a Club hosting a Trial has an issue or questions the status of a Handler, they have the option to lodge a Formal Complaint with the AKC.  Likewise, it was mentioned that Folks could always seek out Tom Meyer for an interpretation.

NACC Qualification Rule: A question arose regarding the rule set in place at the February FTC meeting that any Amateur placing in an OPEN in 2022 would be eligible for the 2022 NACC-North Dakota.

Several FTC Members have received communications from the ‘Cocker World’ that are both opposed to and in favor of the rule. As these communications are received FTC Members are trying to explain the reasoning behind the rule.

It was mentioned that in the future, prior to any major rule change, the FTC consider polling the Owners/Handlers in advance. The justification for the FTC not doing this was based on the premise that it would delay Folks having time to make appropriate plans this spring for trialing their dogs.

It was mentioned that parts of the country have a limited number of Cockers and can’t afford to put on Amateur stakes.  It seems unfair to not allow true Amateur Handlers to attend a NACC that clearly they are qualified to attend.

Everyone was reminded that currently this is a one-time rule and may or may not continue depending the FTC’s evaluation of the North Dakota Trial.  And, this will not amount to a great number of additional dogs to the qualified list. 

It will, however, allow some very qualified Amateurs who do not have access to Amateur Stakes a well-deserved opportunity to attend the NACC. Likewise, they will add to the quality of competition. The FTC feels that these Folks would support Amateur stakes if such stakes were available to them.  

Finally, it was mentioned that the Judges will be looking for the Best Amateur Team (Handler and Dog Combo) and it shouldn’t matter if the dog qualified by placing in an Open or an Amateur stake.
	
NEW BUSINESS:

U-Tube Video: Dave Williams mentioned a video received from Jack Glinsky that displays the proper use of wind and how to run a Spaniel. There was discussion around how we could make these sorts of educational tools available to the ‘Cocker World’. 
Dave also mentioned recently reading Spaniels in the Field Magazine, which contains a number of useful discussions and articles written by Trainers and Judges. The FTC would like to be able to find more of these educational tools and distribute them. 

Here is the link to the video on “Scenting Ability and Reading the Wind”
 

https://youtu.be/QVM2Houltvc


2021 NCC – Illinois: Cheryl mentioned she reached out to Paul Mommaerts regarding the Illinois NCC.  Noting that the FTC is available for help, if needed, but does not want to micro-manage the Event.  Paul and his Committee should be allowed to put their own personal flares on the event.

It was suggested since the FTC is ultimately responsible for the success of National events, the FTC ask Paul (or one of his Representatives) to attend the August FTC meeting to provide a report on the Event.

Club Insurance:  Ron mentioned he heard from the ‘Springer World’ that some Clubs are operating hunt test or field trials without insurance.  Their answer to this issue will be to poll all Clubs asking for proof of insurance by providing a copy of the Declaration Page.

Ron contacted the AKC on two different occasions to find out if the AKC required insurance.  One report was affirmative that insurance is required. The other report was not clear. Ron will contact Tom Meyer and ask him for clarification. 

Questions the FTC needs answered are: Is insurance required? If so, is there a minimum amount of liability required? Does the AKC provide insurance Clubs can purchase? If not, do they have a list of companies they can recommend for Clubs to approach.

It was mentioned that trials run under the ECSCA, including Nationals, are covered by a blanket policy the ECSCA provides.

It was suggested that if we require Clubs to have insurance policies, we need to provide a list of possible sources, as well as guidance on liability limits.

Adjournment - Hearing no comments to address or any other issues this evening, Cheryl requested a motion to adjourn. Jack made a motion to adjourn. Dave seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 PM (CST) 
Respectfully submitted: Cheryl Dooley – FTC Chair 
Next scheduled meeting: Tuesday, April 19, 2022 5:30 pm (CST)
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