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Field Trial Committee

Tuesday, February 17, 2026
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time

Members Present:  Barbara Defalco, Sarah Foster, Jack Glinsky, Jeff Lusk, Paul McGagh, Mark Mercie, Jonathon Sims, Cheryl Dooley

Call to order:  2026 FTC Chair – Jack Glinsky called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM Eastern Time. 

Old Business:
50 Point Rule
The 50-point rule for alternate judging qualification is still awaiting AKC response/approval. Follow-up will continue until response is received. 

Updated Judge List
Currently being compiled by Cheryl Dooley - is not quite ready as information from the Springer world is needed and their process of tracking judges is based on trial participation rather than the AKC site.  When the list is complete it will be sent to Bethann for posting on the Cockers in the Field website.

There was also discussion of judges being removed from AKC database for not completing the required Darkness to Light course.

Photo Submissions
Vicky has received some photo submissions; there is still an open call to the Field Trial Community to please submit your old photos to Vicky Thomas at: ggvicky@aol.com 

Approved Field Trials – the following field trials that have been approved by the committee
Northern Minnesota:
· Sept. 10 - Open
· Sept. 11 - Amateur
Northern Colorado:
· March 5 - Open
· March 6 - Open
Rocky Mountain:
· March 2 - Open
Euclid:
· March 21 - Open/Puppy
· March 22 – Amateur
New Jersey:
· October 1 - Open/Amateur
· October 2 - Open/Puppy
ECSCA - Pine Bush, NY:
· April 25 - Open/Amateur
· April 26 - Open/Amateur
SAWNY Western New York:
· October 3 - Open/Amateur
· October 4 - Puppy
Cocker Spaniel Hunting Enthusiast:
· April 24 - Open/Amateur
· April 25 - Open
· April 26 - Amateur
Maine
· September 26 - Open/Puppy
· September 27 - Open
Timpanogos Spring Dates:
· April 17 - Open
· April 18 - Open
Timpanogos Fall Dates:
· September 18 - Open
· September 19 - Open

New Business
Judging Seminars
It was noted that no Cocker or Spaniel judging seminars are currently listed on the Cockers in the Field, or Hunt Secretary websites. The team discussed the importance of better visibility and centralized posting of judging seminars to support judge development and agreed that seminars should be posted on Cockers in the Field and Hunt Secretary whenever possible.

Jack made outreach to Vickie Dahlk regarding the posting of upcoming judging seminars to improve visibility. 
Concern was expressed that the limited number of available judging seminars nationwide is contributing to the ongoing shortage of qualified judges.
Action Items:
· Follow up with Vickie Dahlk regarding scheduling and posting judging seminars.
· Investigate options for posting on Cockers in the Field and Hunt Secretary

International Judge Approval
The committee acknowledged and commended Sarah for preparing a comprehensive email submission to AKC regarding approval of an Irish judge.
The judge was approved quickly, and the committee agreed the submission should be used as a template for future international judge requests.

National Judge Criteria – Preliminary Discussion
The committee began an in‑depth discussion regarding improvements to the National Judge selection process, including:
Concerns regarding the current voting process, particularly when judges withdraw after ballots are cast.
Discussion of whether alternate judges should be designated in advance rather than requiring revotes.
Clarification that voting is tied to qualified dogs, with one vote per dog, not per individual.
Acknowledgement that owners with multiple qualified dogs receive multiple votes.
Recognition that this system can result in disproportionate influence but reflects current rules.
The committee agreed that National Judge Criteria requires more thought and agreed to continue discussions on this topic. Members were encouraged to gather informal feedback from the field community prior to the next meeting.
Adjournment - A motion to adjourn was made and approved. The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:57 PM.
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