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Field Trial Committee

Tuesday, January 21 2025
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time


Members Present:  Barb Defalco, Jack Glinsky, Jeff Lusk, Paul McGagh, Mark Mercie, Jonathon Sims, & David Williams.

Additional Attendees:  Susan Sarracino-Deihl (2024 FTC Chair), Deb Strohl (ECSCA Board Member), & Cheryl Dooley (Secretary).

Call to order:  2024 FTC Chair – Susan Sarracino-Deihl called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM Eastern Time. 

Approval of December minutes:  Susan noted the December 23, 2024 meeting minutes were approved via email and distributed to the Cocker Community.

Approval of the agenda:  Susan provided an agenda, a list of Field Trials approved to date, a list of each Region including the States in each and an email from Jerry Mayer.  
A request was made to add to the agenda a discussion regarding issues and concerns relevant to maintaining high quality for the field cocker breed for the 2025 FTC to address.



Old Business:
A. Mission Statement:
1. Susan reported on January 15, 2025 she presented the FTC Mission Statement as drafted by the 2024 FTC to the ECSCA Board of Directors.
2. The ECSCA Board requested the word ‘autonomous’ be removed from the Statement as they felt it implied ‘independence’.
3. Susan indicated the 2025 FTC would need to address the suggested change and resubmit the document to the ECSCA Board for their February Meeting.
4. There was confusion around the fact that the word ‘autonomous’ had been suggested by Members of the ECSCA Board. Susan was told that other ECSCA Committees are autonomous.
5. Deb explained the FTC is required to get approval for actions through the ECSCA Board.  It’s possible the Board is worried autonomy implies the FTC will not be seeking approval of actions or decisions.
6. There was discussion around the fact the ECSCA is predominately a bench-bred Club. Twenty to thirty years ago, the Field Cocker nearly went extinct. To prevent extinction a small group of Folks imported field cockers from Britain and rescued the breed. The fear being if the Field Cocker Community is not able to act somewhat independently, the field-bred cocker will lose their unique characteristics, performance abilities, and possibly face extinction again. 

B.  2024 Unfinished Business:
1. Susan mentioned the 2025 FTC needs to determine if they wish to approve the ability for Amateur Handlers placing in an Open Stake to be allowed to enter the 2025 NACC.
2. Susan indicated the 2025 FTC needed to select a Chair this evening. Once in place, the FTC could proceed with Old Business from the 2024 FTC and commence efforts on New Business the 2025 FTC would like to address. 
3. Susan asked to be informed of the name of the new Chair as she information to forward to that individual.
4. The 2024 FTC presented Susan with a plaque and offered thanks for her hard work and dedication to the FTC for the past four years. In particular; they acknowledged Susan for her service as Chair of the FTC during the 2024 Calendar year. 
5. Susan thanked the FTC and expressed appreciation to all the 2024 FTC Members for their diligence with the rewriting of the FTC Mission Statement when other topics near and dear to their hearts had to be put aside. She mentioned the FTC will face issues such as how to govern the field cockers, how to increase interest in Amateur stakes; as well as other concerns. She encouraged the new FTC to take all the pros and cons into consideration while making decisions for the future.
New Business: 
A. Election of 2025 Chair:
1- It was mentioned that to be considered as Chair, a person must serve at least one year on the FTC.
2- Dave Williams nominated Jack Glinsky for the 2025 Chair position. The motion was seconded by Mark Mercie and the motion carried.
3- Jack thanked the Group for the vote of confidence and indicated he would do his best and also reach out to FTC Members for assistance.

B. Future Areas of Focus:
1- Mark suggested each FTC Member indicated why they wanted to be on the FTC and speak about what they would like to see the 2025 FTC accomplish.
2- Each FTC Member took the opportunity to speak and the following topics were suggested:
a. Field-bred Cocker quality – 
1) There is concern that the Field Champion (FC) Title does not have as high a standard as in the past. 
2) The FTC would like input from the General Cocker Community as to the importance of earning an FC Title and an approach needed to maintain the high standard.
b. Cocker Judges -
1) The FTC feels it would be better to have more ‘Cocker People’ judging cockers so we can be judged by our peers. Folks with an interest in Cockers might be more incline to acknowledge skilled cockers so the breed quality will be protected

2) There was a discussion on how to qualify more Judges who have a keen knowledge of cocker abilities and their action.
3) It was suggested the FTC petition the AKC to offer a second avenue for obtaining judging credentials to individuals who have proven their knowledge of cockers through their Field Trial performances.
4) There was discussion around how to promote more judging Seminars around the country.
5) Paul offered to contact Tom Meyer (AKC) to discuss the possibility of a second avenue for becoming a Cocker Judge. Previous conversations indicate the AKC thinks it would be progressive and necessary to promote another avenue to gain judging eligibility.
6) Details of the criteria can be discussed at a later date. But, one example might be to have a novice Judge assigned to a more experienced Judge. The level of experience could be set, for example, at someone who has judged 10 or 12 trials.
7) It was suggested to use some Field Trial fund from the ECSCA account to have two top-notch Judges to give a judging Seminar in each of the three Regions.
8) It was noted that there are some very good judging seminars offered, just not enough and not always in convenient locations.
9) It was noted that the Springer World helped the Cockers get a start. We will be forever indebted to them.  But, now cockers are very popular in multiple countries and deserve to be evaluated by their peers.
c. Cocker cover -
1) Impress upon Field Trial Clubs the importance of broken cover for Cocker Stakes.
2) One issue noted was combined Springer/Cocker Field Trials tend to run in grass fields which are not conducive for quality cocker performance. That said; the Judges can’t be blamed to choosing cockers that run well in grass. But, a good cocker excels in woods and broken cover.
3) It was suggested that Judges need to recognize in cocker cover, cockers will not turn away/down the field. Instead they may work around cover turning back towards the Handler to produce game.
4) Additionally, true cockers will not work back and forth/side to side, they will ‘pinball’ around and through cover to produce game.
5) It was noted that in cocker cover the terrain may actually change the wind direction in particular around the cover or obstructions, close to the ground.
6) It is believed testing cockers in difficult cover can identify the cockers with the best skills and those are the cockers who can move the breed forward.
d. Education -
1) It was suggested there is a need to get more people knowledgeable about cockers and get input from the Cocker Community regarding topics they find important.
2) One possible method to accomplish this is through Podcasts around training, running a field trial, judging cockers, etc.
3) It was suggested to interview Judges immediately after a Trial; asking what they thought about the cover and why they chose the dogs that placed in order to educate Handers on the traits Judges feel promote the best in the breed.
4) It was also suggested the FTC address one topic or issue each month and email the information to the Cocker Community.
5)It was mentioned ‘The Green Book’ would serve as source of topics to discuss.
6)It was mentioned it could be a good idea to have a Seminar for Folks on the NCC or NACC Training days.
7) There was significant discussion around educating Folks about the history of Cockers and the People who revived Cockers in Britain and the U.S. 
e. Promote ECSCA Membership -
1) Educate the Cocker Community on the advantages of belonging to the ECSCA.
2) It was suggested that an increase of Field Trialers in the ECSCA might make our representation more viable with the Parent Club.
f. Encourage Young Handlers to Participate -
1) One possibility mentioned included offering to pay all or a portion of the entry fees for Handlers under 18 years.
2) Offer a yearly award to a Young Handler under 18 years.
g. Promote Water Tests at Field Trials - 
1) It was suggested the FTC try to encourage Clubs to offer a Water Test at least once a year.
h. Breeding - 
1) There was discussion around fundamental breeding practices that produce the best offspring.
2) It was mentioned the very best spaniel can be ‘too much’ to handle, but when bred to the right mate, they can produce excellent offspring and influence the breed in a positive manner.
3) It was mentioned there is a great Cocker Database Folks can use when selecting mates.
Address – https://cockerspanieldatabase.info/en/

3- It was mentioned that the FTC needs to keep an unbiased opinion on various topics. It was pointed out that it isn’t good to respond with ‘because that’s the way it’s always been done”. To progress in a better direction solutions need to be suggested and minds must be open to change.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM Eastern Time

Next FTC Meeting:  Tuesday, February 18, 2025 at 7:00 PM Eastern Time
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