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Field Trial Committee

Tuesday, January 20, 2026
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time

Members Present:  Barbara Defalco, Sarah Foster, Jack Glinsky, Jeff Lusk, Paul McGagh, Mark Mercie, Jonathon Sims.

Additional Attendees: Kim Glinsky

Call to order:  2025 FTC Chair – Jack Glinsky called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM Eastern Time. 

Agenda: Jack provided an agenda; a list of Field Trials approved to date.  

House Keeping:  
FTC Secretary and Data Analyst Appointments:
Jack made a request for two changes which were approved by the team: first that Kim Glinsky be appointed to act as the Recording Secretary in 2026 for the meeting minutes/distribution; and second that Cheryl Dooley be appointed as a Data Analyst so that the team continues to benefit from her reporting/statistical expertise and historical knowledge of committee operations. 

Old Business: 
Status of 50 Point Rule:
The additional pathway for judge qualification is pending AKC approval. An email was sent, and Jack will continue to follow-up for a resolution.


Updated Judge List:
Jack acknowledged Cheryl and the tremendous effort she put in by going through the existing judge list and updating it for accuracy. Plans were discussed to connect with Cheryl to see if we can get the updated list posted on the Cockers in the Field website.
Historical Photo Collection:
Calling all Field Trialers! Vicky Thomas is working to collect pictures to showcase the history of our sport. Anyone with pictures from past local or national events (especially ones of the “old-timers”) please email them to: gigivicky@aol.com 
NACC Qualification Extension
After a discussion, there was unanimous approval regarding the extension of National Amateur Cocker Championship qualification through a placement in an open stake for another year.

It was agreed that this committee would review and vote on another extension before the end of the year so that the field trial community would know the qualification criteria prior to the start of the 2027 trial season.
Appreciation of Dave Williams
The 2025 Committee wanted to thank Dave Williams for his contributions and guidance as an FTC Committee Member over the last four years. 
Approved Field Trials
The following field trials were approved by the committee:
· CSFTCA
· May 2nd (Open)
· May 3rd (Open)
· North Dakota
· April 25th (Open/Amateur/Puppy)
· April 26th (Open/Amateur)
· North Dakota
· September 5th (Open/Amateur/Puppy)
· September 6th (Open/Amateur)
· Central Wisconsin
· September 12th (Open/Amateur/Puppy)
· September 13th (Open/Amateur
New Business
A. Election of 2026 FTC Chair
· A motion to re-elect Jack Glinsky as Chair for the 2026 FTC was made, seconded and unanimously approved. 
· Jack thanked the team for their support and continued confidence.
B. 2026 FTC Areas of Focus
Each team member put forward ideas for the 2026 areas of focus. The following are the topics and key discussion points that the committee would like to progress during this year:
· Youth Engagement
· The group discussed ways to encourage youth participation in field trials. Ideas included encouraging clubs to offer separate youth ribbons in puppy stakes. The group concluded this approach would be practical for clubs as it wouldn't require additional setup or time with ribbons awarded at the end of the trial. 
· Another idea to foster long-term involvement of youth in the sport was the promotion of mock trials and training days to educate young handlers about the rules and gain experience with their dog. 
· National Judge Criteria 
· There was a lengthy discussion about the National Judge qualification criteria. The committee agreed this is an important topic to move forward and will be discussed in future meetings. 
· Enhancing Judge Education and Standards
· The conversation touched on promoting more judging seminars and the need for mock trials to better prepare newer judges for real-world scenarios, noting that dogs working effectively with the wind are not being rewarded as they once were.
· The discussion highlighted a shift toward rewarding pattern dogs rather than those that work effectively with natural wind patterns and the concern about this trend and its impact on the breed.
· The group discussed the importance of maintaining the unique Cocker’s style. 
· All agreed on the need for better judge education, with a focus on experienced breeders and trainers who may not want to judge but could contribute valuable insights. The committee feels the 50-point rule could help increase the judging pool with well experienced and knowledgeable individuals that understand the nuances of the breed.
· Recognition and Appreciation for the Pioneers of the Sport 
· The group discussed the importance of recognizing historical figures in the cocker spaniel breed, particularly those who kept the breed alive during challenging times. 
· There was a suggestion to write up profiles of influential individuals and their dogs, to distribute with communications.
· A plan was agreed upon to discuss with the Hall of Fame committee to get suggestions for how to formally recognize these contributions to the breed. 
· The group also considered creating a "past and present" feature that would highlight both historical figures and contemporary breeders who trace their lines back to influential dogs.
· Bird Stewardship/Education
· The group discussed bird stewardship and the need for a one-page guide for clubs on proper bird care and practices.
· The committee also discussed distributing Bernie's You Tube bird planting video: (https://youtu.be/5Zkw0PyMixA?si=s4Lho0i22dRrfmqx), and additional ways to educate and promote bird planting.
· Faster Communications/Social Media Presence
· The group discussed the need to get the meeting minutes distributed in a timely manner. 
· There was talk about creating a Facebook page or other social media presence where the FTC could post communications, distribute educational videos, showcase dog pedigrees and breeding history and other noteworthy information like the photos being collected and highlighting influential people and dogs to the cocker community.
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