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Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, August 18, 2026 
7:00 PM Eastern Time
Role/Call to Order: 
Jack Glinsky called the meeting to order approximately 7:00 PM ET.
Attendees
Barbara Defalco, Sarah Foster, Jeff Lusk, Mark Mercie, Jonathan Sims, Paul McGagh, Cheryl Dooley
Old Business:
2026 National Championship Fundraising Update
Jeff Lusk reported that fundraising efforts have improved since the previous meeting. Following additional publicity and promotion of the online donation platform, donations have increased substantially. Online contributions are now approaching $4,600, with additional sponsorship funds received directly from larger supporters that are not reflected in the website totals. 
The committee discussed the challenges faced by the 2026 National committee in balancing fundraising goals and participant entry fees. Members agreed that while fundraising must remain a priority, the committee should recognize the existence of reserve funds established through prior National events. Several members expressed concern that increasing entry fees too aggressively could discourage participation. 
Discussion centered on whether reserve funds should be available to support infrastructure costs such as tents, meals, porta-potties, and other event expenses. Members noted previous instances where National committees received financial assistance and later returned unused funds after the event concluded at a profit.  
Consensus
The committee generally supported the idea of making reserve funds available as a safety net while continuing to encourage active fundraising efforts by future host committees. 
Follow-Up
· Jack to discuss funding needs with Robert and Olivia to determine whether a formal request should be brought forward before the next meeting. 
National Entry Fees and Event Hospitality
The committee discussed plans by the 2026 National committee to incorporate participant meals into event operations and potentially include those costs in the entry fee structure. Current discussions suggest an entry fee near $400 with breakfast and lunch provided daily.
Members expressed differing viewpoints:
· Some felt that due to the remote location, the added value of meals provided justified the increased entry fee.
· Others felt many participants would prefer lower entry fees and make their own meal arrangements.
· There was significant support for using reserve funds, if necessary, to prevent excessive increases in entry costs. 
Harold Bixby Trophy Sponsorship
Jack shared correspondence from Murray Tate indicating that the Spaniel Association of Western New York has historically sponsored the Harold Bixby Trophy and would like to continue doing so. Committee members indicated they were unaware of the longstanding sponsorship when discussing committee support for the award. 
The committee agreed that SAWNY club should continue receiving recognition for its historical support.
Action Items
· Jack will contact Murray Tate to discuss how the club wishes to proceed. 
· The committee will work with National catalog organizers to ensure the sponsoring club receives proper acknowledgment. 
Youth Handler Award Sponsorship
Because SAWNY wished to continue its historical sponsorship of the Harold Bixby Trophy, the committee discussed alternative uses for the funds it had already donated for that award. Jeff advised that the Youth Handler Award remained available for sponsorship, and the committee agreed to redirect the donations to support that award.
Jeff will confirm details and sponsorship arrangements.
Fifty-Point Rule Update
Jack reported contacting Vickie Dahlk regarding the status of the proposed 50-point rule, she indicated she would follow up with AKC Performance Events staff to determine the status of the proposal. 
Judge Eligibility List and Darkness to Light Compliance
Jack thanked Sarah Foster and Cheryl for their extensive work reviewing judge qualifications. The committee has completed a comprehensive review of all available records and verified 116 judges who have completed required AKC training and maintain judging eligibility, down from 325.
Discussion focused on the ongoing challenge of maintaining this list and tracking judges who complete Darkness to Light training. More discussion will be needed. 
 2027 National Planning 
Open National
Location possibilities were discussed:
· Massachusetts Site
Jack described a large state-owned property with exceptional cover and course potential. The Connecticut club is willing to assist with grounds preparation but is seeking additional support for event administration and logistics. 
· Springer National Schedule
Members agreed that future planning remains dependent upon obtaining confirmed Springer National dates, which may affect both participation and scheduling options for 2027.

Amateur National
· Jack reported positive discussions with Kim Parkman and her South Carolina clubs interest regarding hosting the 2027 Amateur National.
Action Items
· Jack will continue discussions with Kim Parkman and other interested clubs. 
· Jack will obtain updated Springer National scheduling information. 
High Point Rule Clarification
The committee discussed uncertainty surrounding National Championship points and their relationship to annual High Point awards. Members recalled previous discussions indicating National points should carry forward to the subsequent competition year, similar to the Springer program; however, language appearing in recent catalogs may not reflect that interpretation.
Action Items
· Jeff will follow up with Paula regarding the governing language. 
· Jack will review historical FTC records and prior committee actions. 
National Judge Balloting Concerns
Jeff reported reports from members experiencing difficulties receiving electronic judge-balloting materials. Some email addresses appear to be rejected by the electronic voting platform despite being valid. 
The committee agreed that alternative accommodations should be available where necessary to ensure all qualified participants are able to vote.
Action Items
· Jeff and Cheryl will investigate reported delivery issues. 
· Membership records will be reviewed for accuracy.
Trial Approvals
The committee approved the following trial applications:
· North Texas
· January 22nd, 2027 – Open, Amateur, Pupppy
· Minnesota Heartland
· October 1st, 2026 – Open Puppy
· October 2nd, 2026 – Amateur
· Nevada (Arrowhead ESS Club)
· October 3rd, 2026 – Open
· October 4th, 2026 – Open
· Central Connecticut
· August 29th, 2026 – Open, Amateur
· August 30th, 2026 – Open
· Rocky Mountain 
· September 28th, 2026 – Open, Puppy
· Pittsburgh ESS
· September 21st, 2026 - Open, Amateur
· September 22nd, 2026 – Open, Puppy
New Business
The committee briefly discussed communication with clubs after trial approvals. Members asked whether clubs should receive direct notice of FTC approval. Jack indicated that forwarding AKC approval documentation may provide the most complete confirmation and agreed to consider making that practice standard moving forward. 
Adjournment
Motion to adjourn was made and seconded. Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:55 PM
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