

Field Trial Committee 2018
[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting Minutes  - December 18, 2018

Present were: Deb Strohl, Vicky Thomas, Chris Dartt, Dawn Schuster, Pete Rizzo, Pat Keliher,  and guest speaker, Cheryl Dooley[image: ]


· Agenda was approved 
Minutes were approved by Chris Dartt and 2nd by Dawn Schuster 
1. Cheryl Dooley joined  the meeting to discuss the cost of print processing.
Cheryl has a friend who works in the art industry. She was able to abtain a quote of cost for production of prints. Each print, typically would cost $43 per print to produce. 35 prints X $43 each, total cost of production would be $1505. 
 It was decided that $1500 was a reasonable contribution to the print program to help with production of 35 prints. Deb will send a letter of recommendation to the ECSCA Board of Directors asking to increase the contribution from $1000 to $1500.    
     Currently the print program contributes $1000 towards the production of prints of the NCC winner. It was determined that 100 prints, as the document “how to run an NCC” now states, is an unreasonable number of prints. Further discussion will take place after input from the trial community is collected. The program will stand this year. 
Each patron who contributes to the patron program at Platinum, Gold and Silver levels,  each receive a print from the previous year’s winner. ECSCA receives 4, as does the land owner and a presentation of 1 print goes to the winner of that year.   It was determined that 35 prints was a reasonable request for the program. 
If you have some input on the print program, or questions about how the program works, please contact any of the FTC members. 
A question was brought to the meeting as to whether the National Amateur Championship will host the same print program. The winner of the 1st NACC is also the owner/handler of the the 2018 NCC winner. He would like to entertain the idea of doing prints of the NACC dog as well as his NCC winner. (2 different dogs)
Discussion was that if it is decided to run a print program for the NACC, there would need to be some type of fundraising. Since the NCC print program is fully funded by the Patron Program. The Patron Program in unique to the NCC. It was decided to table the topic for a later date as requirements of number of prints for an NACC would most definitely be less than is required for the Open Championship. 

2. Continuing with Cheryl Dooley, Cheryl has the judges selection letters set to be addressed and mailed for the 2020 National Amateur Cocker Championship to the prospective judges.  That mailing will take place before January 1, 2019, with a return mailing required by Feburary 8, 2019. Intial selection ballots will then be sent out to qualifying Amateur owners by March. The 2nd selection mailing of ballots will go out in March and the announcement of the 2020 NACC judges will take place by the end of April, 2019. This will be 1 year before the next NACC is to be held. Location to be determined. 
Thank you Cheryl Dooley for all of the hard work on these 2 projects. We are looking forward to having you serve as the new Western Regional Representative. 
3. A review of the 2018 NCC took place.
There are still checks and bills pending the treasurer of the ECSCA. Deb will have final financial numbers in January. 
4. The FTC talked about  Mean Seed concerns.  Since late November, there has been much awareness brought to light about mean seeds this past fall. In the East, 3 Spaniel trial dogs have been affected. 1 resulting in surgery, having his chest opened up to remove seeds, 1 is being treated with medication, and 1 resulting in a death of a trial dog. Several new FaceBook pages have been created to assist in the education of identifying and dealing with Mean Seeds. We strongly encourage anyone who is able, to join these groups and learn as much as possible about Grass Awns and how they can affect your dogs. Search in FaceBook Groups …. Mean Seeds…
In each handlers bag at the NCC this year, was an orange NCC 2018 Flea Comb. Combing thru your dogs after each time in the field, be that training, trialing or hunting, is a proactive way to minimize dangers of grass awns entering your dogs body. 
We also encourage clubs to walk their trial grounds in search of the plants that produce Mean Seeds. Should your grounds contain the grasses, please deal with them accordingly. If you do not know what course of action to take, please contact a botanist/plant biologist or one of the several moderators of FB Mean Seed pages to help guide your club in the direction of eradicating these deadly seeds. 
5. Kuni Smith Trophy update. The trophy was delivered to Kuni Smith’s counsel, Monday, December 17, 2018 by, Pete Rizzo. Thank you Pete for taking care of that.
6. Topics for the new 2019 Field Trial Committee.
January –Selection of a FTC Chair
-selecting a FTC recording secretary
-continuing discussion on the Print Program with input from Deb’s survey of past Patrons.
Remainder of the year
-revising the document “How to Run an NCC” and including how to run an NACC. 
-review regional representation 
-improving communications between the FTC and the field trial community
-educating new and prospective field trial family
-recruit new members to the English Cocker Spaniel Club of America
- Setting some new goals for the 2019
If you have a topic for the 2019 FTC to address, please present it to your regional Rep or any member at Large. 
your new regional reps are …
East – Mike Ludwig
Central- Jordan Horak
West- Cheryl Dooley
Members at Large
-Pat Keliher
-Dawn Schuster
-Chris Dartt
1 seat now available. 
 
New Business 
-Ribbons and trophies for Certificate of Merit at Nationals. 
It was requested that there be enough ribbons and trophies to be awarded at the ceremonies at a Nationals. 

-Deb spoke with Jeff Janousek last week. It was decided that Jeff’s new work schedule would not allow  for him to be of service on the Field Trial Committee. Jeff has served 1 year of his 2 year term as Member at Large. Due to him having 1 full year of his term remaining, a new election must take place. 
The FTC is looking for nominations or someone to step forward who would be interested in completing Jeff’s 2nd year of his term. This would be a 1 year term for a new Member at Large. After which, that person would be eligible for a re-election of a 2nd term of 2 years.  The FTC is hoping for a nomination from someone in the western region, but any region would be welcome. It is the hope of the FTC to have this position filled before the next FTC meeting in January. Nominations will need to be sent to Deb Strohl (current FTC chair) no later than December 31, 2018. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM Central
Next meeting January 8, 2019; 7:00 PM Central

We would like to extend a huge thank you to Deb Strohl, Vicky Thomas and Pete Rizzo for their service on the ECSCA field trial committee as Regional Reps. As well as Jeff Janousek, member at large. 
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