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ECSCA Field Trial Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, August 16, 2022

Call to Order- Cheryl Dooley called the meeting to order at 5:42 pm CST.

Present – John Alstad, Ron Bullock, Jack Glinsky, Ted McCue, Susan Sarracino-Deihl, David Williams & Cheryl Dooley.

Minutes from July 19, 2022- The minutes from the June FTC meeting were approved via email by the 2022 FTC and circulated to Cocker Owners via email.

Agenda: An agenda was emailed to the FTC in advance. John Alstad made a motion to accept the agenda. Jack seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Communications:  Cheryl mentioned there were a few emails received after the July 19th meeting and those were forwarded to the FTC.

One email in particular was from the ECSCA Board. This email is important for all Cocker Folks organizing Trials through the Parent Club including the NCC and NACC. The ECSCA website now has an online form for requesting reimbursement for expenses paid out of one’s own pocket.  This form MUST be used and submitted along with a receipt for the expenses. The Board is very clear on this: “No receipt means No reimbursement.”

Jack Glinsky indicated that for his Club he has members immediately take a photo of any receipt and text it to the Field Trial Secretary for reimbursement. This seems to prevent lost receipts and a better record of tracking expenses.

There was another notable email regarding the scheduling of the NCC and NACC. This individual indicated that, with work, it would be very difficult to attend both. Traveling expenses and time off work make it prohibitive. (It was noted this is not the only person to make this comment.) 
This person suggested it would be beneficial if the NACC closed for entries BEFORE the NCC. That way; a total number of entries would be known. If, at that point, it is determined there are not enough dogs entered to hold the NACC then individuals could still opt to sign up for the NCC.
The FTC discussed the issue and decided to approach the North Dakota Club and ask them to consider changing their closing date from October 11th to October 4th. John Alstad indicated the Club is meeting this evening and he will ask if they are willing to make this change. There was concern about whether the AKC would allow a date change since the NACC Premium is already posted. Cheryl indicated she would contact Tom Meyers on Wednesday and determine if there is a rule against changing the closing date after it is posted.

There was discussion around whether allowing late entries to the National after the end of the fall season presents an issue to the Catalog Chairs. Susan indicated that the Running Orders are put in place after a first deadline. Then, new qualifiers from later trials are placed at the end of the Running Order.

A former Professional Retriever Trainer contacted the FTC in regards to changing from a Pro status to an Amateur status. The individual indicated there were no Client dogs trained since 2019, but was wondering if they had to notify the ECSCA or AKC of the desire to change to an Amateur. Jack checked the Spaniel rule book and found there is a 2-year waiting period and the individual must send a notarized notice to the ECSCA requesting the change from Pro to Amateur. Cheryl will email the individual with the ECSCA Contact Info.

OLD BUSINESS:

Nationals Fundraising:

Special Thanks was noted for Richie Whelan as he acquired a $2500 donation for the NCC Awards Party from Richard and Laurie Bruechner.

Richie also has a commitment from Orton Plantation for a $2500 donation to the NCC.

Cheryl reported that fundraising on a smaller level for the NCC is moving forward. The NCC Champion card sets are now available for sale. They are matted and framed. Folks should contact: Vicky Thomas, Deb Strohl or Cheryl Dooley to purchase a set. Sets will be available about both the NCC and NACC. Again, this program will replace the Print Program.
Ads for the Catalogs are moving slowly. Twenty ads need to be sold and we are only half way there. The West region clubs have been receptive. Susan will help with the Central region.
The question of whether Patrons could ‘donate’ their ad discount to a Club arose. Cheryl doesn’t think this is a possibility.
Again Clubs wanting a full-page ad in either catalog will pay $100. Clubs opting to have an ad in BOTH the NCC and NACC will get a $25 discount.
Clubs or Businesses willing to buy an ad should contact:
Cheryl Dooley at dooleytess@gmail.com or 1 -406-369-2951.

 
For the NACC, Pennants are being sold for $30 each. Sales have slowed, but another push will be made. The goal is to have the pennants sold by September 1st to allow time for the Printer to produce the flags. 

Finally, it was noted that fundraising is getting more and more difficult. It was noted that local trials are listing fall entries at $150, not the usually $135-$145. Springer Trials are asking for anywhere from $160-180. These increases can be attributed to increased transportation, lodging, food and bird prices. 
It was suggested that National Field Trial Chairs might want to consider raising entry fees so more expenses are covered by the participants.

2023 NCC – Texas Judges Voting Progress: 
Voting for the 2023 NCC – Texas Judges is in progress. There are seven names on the Final Ballot:
	Morgan Haglin
	Mark Hairfield
	Pat Keliher
	Dean Koehler
	Terry Oliver
	Todd Seltzer
	Pete Zulegar

Bios on the Judges can be found on fieldcockers.com. The voting closes August 28th.
At that time, Cheryl will contact the two top Vote-getters and make certain they are still willing to judge the 2023 NCC.

Bixby Award: 
The FTC voted on the Bixby Recipient via email. The next step is to determine if the individual will be in attendance at the NCC- Illinois and who might present the award.

Field Trial Evaluation Form:
Jack Glinsky indicated he has been in contact with Tom Meyers asking for Tom’s criteria list that is used for judging Trials. Once Jack obtains the list he will email the FTC. 
It was mentioned it would be a good idea to try to get the criteria for evaluation of a Trial in place by the September FTC meeting. That way; the topic could be placed on the Agendas for the General Meetings at both the NCC and NACC.

NCC General Meetings for NCC & NACC – 
Cheryl mentioned there will be a General Meeting at both the NCC and NACC. The agenda for these two meetings needs to be circulated to the Cocker Community one month before the NCC Trial begins. This will allow time for Folks who can’t attend to contact any FTC Member and express their opinions on any topic.
FTC Term Expiration – 
Cheryl reminded the FTC that her term limit as Western Regional Rep expires at the end of December. Currently, two names have been submitted as Nominees.

Susan (Central Rep) and Ted (Eastern Rep) are at the end of their first terms, so both could serve a second term. 

The FTC is seeking nominations for any of these regional rep positions. Nominations should be sent to dooleytess@gmail.com or 1-406-369-2951. 

Nominations are due by August 31st.
Voting will take place in September.

NEW BUSINESS: 
None

Adjournment -  
The meeting was adjourned at 6:42 PM (CST) 

Next scheduled meeting: Tuesday, September 19, 2022 5:30 pm (CST)

Respectfully submitted – Cheryl Dooley
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