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Members Present:  Deb Strohl, Vicky Thomas, Pete Rizzo, Chris Dartt, Dawn Schuster.
32 General Membership members present  
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 4:30 pm EST.

Old Business: An introduction of the current Field Trial Committee members was conducted. 
The currect members who will pass their seats on in January are… Committee Chair, Deb Strohl. East Coast, Pete Rizzo and West Coast, Vicky Thomas. 
Since no new nominations have come in for these 3 seats, the FTC would like to welcome the 3 new members to the committee, whose names have been submitted respectfully. New Regional Reps will be as follows, 
East Coast, Mike Ludwig
Central , Jordan Horak
West Coast, Cheryl Dooley
The Field trial committee would like to welcome these 3 folks aboard. 

1. Each present member of the FTC spoke on one important topic each.
First, Deb Strohl spoke on Tick Bourne Diseases. 
Deb spoke of several tick bourne diseases, all of which can be identified in the East Coast. A new tick has been identified in several eastern states. 
The Field trial committee strongly encourages all trial participants to be diligent in the fight against tick bourne diseases. Ways to help in the battle are…
* Use Flea and Tick preventatives such as Frontline, Advantix, Serresto, Nexgard. Check with your pet care professional to be sure you are using what is best for your dog. 
* Check your dogs thouroughly after each outing in cover. Ticks are present nearly every month of the year. 
* Have your dogs tested for tickbourne diseases regularly. Prevention and early detection can save your dogs life. 
* Remember to check yourself and use bug repellent when out in cover. 
Wash your clothing as well as dog bedding to help prevent the transferring of ticks to other regions. 
Second, Dawn Schuster spoke on improving communication between the general membership and the FTC. 
Dawn noted that communications could be expanded. The FTC is looking for ways to improve that through technology. Via social media, website, emailing lists. The parent club does keep a list of all current members. It was discussed on how to improve the updating of contact information  gathered from general members. It is the hope of the FTC to compile a current list of member information for mailing of ballots, polls, minutes and other important information pertaining to field trials. The FTC hopes to find a volunteer to help maintain such a list. 
Third, Chris Dartt explored the possibility of reorganizing the regions again. In 2015, the regions had gone from 4 down to 3 with the 3 member at large positions increasing to 4. This would keep the board at 7 members.  In the mission statement of the Field Trial Committee, it was stated that in 2 years, that the reorganization of regions would be revisited to determine if additional modifications are needed. That should have taken place in 2017. Chris suggests that we do that now. Chris provided data of all the field trials broke down by state and region, Stakes held,  year and number of  parent club members, provided by Kim Wiley. 
It was suggest that because of what the data shows, Wisconsin could have its own representation as a region because it holds more stakes and members than any region. No vote was taken and more discussion will be held. 
Fourth, Pete Rizzo talked about hot weather trials. 
Much discussion has been taking place concerning holding trials in hot weather months, ex early September. Clubs should be cautious about the timing of trials. If a trial is held in hot weather, committees of trials should have a back up plan for courses, ex run series work in the woods or shaded areas, avoid very heavy cover, have dunk tanks placed around courses or hold series in areas with ponds to cool dogs. Camie Barrows created a document that is posted on ESSFT.com with how to help prevent heat exhaustion in dogs. That document was published in this year’s NCC catalog in an easy to tear out page. It is recommended that handlers keep it with a heat exhaustion kit accompanying a first aid kit. 
Fifth, Pat Keliher, not present, brought concerns to the FTC about sales of dogs via social media. Deb talked on this topic. 
Social media has become a launching ground for the use of selling dogs. The Field Bred ECS included. Many of the litters we have seen in recent months are from breeders who are “out to make a buck” rather than bettering the breed. One site that was identified, purchaced an ECS from a well known breeder without disclosing future plans of that dog. It is now the dam to several litters of  cockapoo puppies. The FTC cautions the membership to be proactive in the selling and breeding of your dogs. Find out who is buying your dogs and for what reason. Selling dogs on limited registration is one way reputable breeders can control what happens to their breeding lines. Limited registration can be lifted at any time after a new owner has health clearances, or proves the dog/dogs worthy of being bred. Selling dogs on spay/neuter contracts is another way of being sure that backyard breeders do not abuse your breeding lines. Education is our greatest tool in maintaining the high standards we strive for in field bred dogs. 
One other way to redirect those shopping for a quality dog would be to have the Fieldcockers website upgraded to be a site to “pop” up 1st when someone “searches” the internet  for a field bred dog. If directed to FieldCockers.com, an interested party in purchasing a puppy will find a list of quality field bred dogs. We will explore the cost of doing so. 
Sixth, Vicky Thomas discussed the resent increase in Amateur stakes having ending after 2 series. 
The question arose that if only 2 series have  been completed, are we awarding quality. 
It was suggested that the smaller numbers of enteries were part of the situations. Three trials this fall, in the Central region ended after 2 series. It was pointed out that half of the dogs running in those stakes already have FCs, so the quality of dog is there. Another question brought to the discussion was, “are we challenging the dogs by not having a 3rd series?” 
One suggestion was to encourage more entries in the Amateur stakes. Further discussion on this topic will take place at a later date. 
The Field Trial Committee would like to congratulate Pete Rizzo of New York, and Vern Knapp of Maine on being selected as the 2019 National Cocker Championship Judges. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:38 PM EST and the welcome reception was held directly after 
Submited by Dawn Schuster 
. 


Next FTC Meeting to be held   November 13, 2018  at 7:00 PM CST
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