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Members Present:  Deb Strohl, Vicky Thomas, Pete Rizzo, Chris Dartt, Dawn Schuster, Jeff Janousek, Pat Keliher.  Guest:  Mike Ludwig and Ron Bullock
Thank you Vicky for joining us from Paris, France and Jeff from Costa Rica! That’s dedication to the team! 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:02 CST.
Approval of Minutes:  Chris moved to approve the prior minutes, seconded by Dawn Schuster.  All in favor
Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve by Dawn , seconded by Pat.  All in Favor
Old Business:
1. Mike Ludwig joined the meeting to give an update on the 2018 NCC in Elmyra, NY. All is going well with plans. Mike and Murray  met with  the township to finalize permits.  Work on the the field access is in the works. Camping grounds have been secured. Lodging will be at the Holiday Inn, Elmyra, NY. Pet friendly rooms will be available but limited. Major donations have been received from Orton Plantation (gunner sponsor) and Purina. Vicky will confirm flags and other requests. All meetings and gatherings including the banquet will be at the host hotel. The event has been posted to AKC. Grounds are looking good.  
2. Ron Bullock joined the meeting to give an update on the 2019 NCC in Iowa. Grounds have been selected. The grounds will consist of mixed grasses, woods, tree lines and broken cover. The trial will be held aprox 60 miles south of DesMoines. The hotel is planned to be a casino resort with pet friendly rooms. Dates will run between October 30 and Nov 6.
3. The final totals from the NACC were presented and a discussion about a formatted budget for future National events was talked about.   It appears the NACC made over $5000 profit.  Further discussion regarding budgets suggested we consider having a standardized budget format so we could compare costs from each National year to the next National.  It would really make budgeting simple for new NCC/NACC Chairs.  In light of future expansion to stage 2 National Championships, we need to attempt to streamline our financial reporting processes.   It was suggested we use the basis of the budget from 2016 (Chris Dartt Chair) National as our guide.  Chris volunteered to take the 2018 NACC financial report provided by Karen Spurlin and put it into that format so we could understand our costs better.
4. Meeting adjourned at 9:19 PM CST The Harold Bixby award nominations were presented to the committee. The winner will be announced at the NCC in October. 
5. A review of the photographer contract was presented.  We discussed photographic costs associated with taking individual portraits of each dog at the NCC National.  At the 2017 NCC, photography costs were $2,500 (or 10% of each entry fee) which is more expensive than just taking the necessary photos of the placing dogs, judges, gun teams. This fee is not the norm and seems excessive – per Chris Dartt. Prior nationals have had sponsors to cover the $1,000 or $1,500 to the photographer – for a net cost of $0 that included the parent club photos as well as a portrait of each dog and handler. Dawn pointed out that “How to run an NCC” specifically says that the chair should negotiate and budget for the desired services.  All agreed if the NCC Chair is able to get someone to donate for the photographic fees, they did not care.  However, when a donor is not available to pay for photography and it is not something we require to stage an NCC, should we continue with individual portraits?  Others like the tradition of having individual photos taken and they further argue this should be at the digression of each NCC Chair and we should not “micro-manage”.  Vicky suggested we put this on the NCC National agenda to discuss.   Discussion was tabled until a future date. 
6. The committee talked about getting the word out to start presenting nominations for the FTC regional rep positions that will be opening up in 2019. The positions available will be, East Rep, Central Rep, and Western Rep. The committee also discussed adding another region to the committee and lowering the member at large positions from 4 to 3. Tabled for future date. Please submit your nominations to the FTC Chair soon. 
7. NEW BUSINESS
Dawn presented a concern that the committee has a lack of communication between the FTC and the field trial community. Discussion on how to improve communication took place. Including using Field Cockers website, Social Media, and creating an accurate email list for communications to be sent out and feedback to be received. Other suggestions versus e-mails are to send a note on fieldcockers that the minutes are posted with a link.
 
8. The print program was reviewed. Deb read a clarification sent from Bethann on how the ECSCA contributes to the winner of the NCC to have a print made. We talked about the procedure as stated in the document “how to run an NCC” posted on the Fieldcocker website. A question was presented in regard to $1000 being enough as the cost to have prints has gone up and the donation has not changed since the print program had been put into place.  Also, the $1000.00 funding is now a financial obligation for each NCC and should we should continue this program, particularly if we begin to have yearly Amateur Nationals.  

9. Topics for the NCC FTC meeting.
Tick borne diseases
Photography
NCC 2019 update 

10. Pat brought a topic to the meeting concerning the breeding and selling of English Cocker Spaniels via  Social Media.  There are now several breeders who breed numerous litters a year and sell them online. One breeder selling pups via facebook sold a pup with Entropion of the eye lid.  The owner of the puppy discussed the issue with the breeder and the owner of the sire. The owner of the sire responded it was not a problem, could be repaired by surgery, and that entropion was something found commonly in field breed English Cockers. This brings up questions of health checking of dams and sires of litters. How can we educate breeders and buyers? How do we address false advertising of championship lines, puppies being sold with genetic issues, or lines that have not been proven in the field. (titled) Everyone agreed this should become a priority issue for the FTC.

11. Deb will look into getting Fieldcockers website updated with the current High Point Standings. 

Next FTC meeting September 11, 2018 
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