Field Events Committee – ECSCA

Minutes

Annual Meeting Oct. 22, 2005

Brown Farm, Bismarck, North Dakota

Members present:  Bethann Roettger (Chairperson), Sue Rose, Tom Ness, Ellen Dryke

Members absent:  Shelly Bell, Harold Bixby, Ernie Hasse

I. Report from ECSCA Board Meeting:

A. Approved Professional Handler rule as printed in the current AKC Spaniel Field Trial rules.  It was felt and hoped that the cocker folks would honestly be able to abide by the rule as written, however it can reviewed and adjusted if needed.

B. Beyond Master Working Dog test – not all board members were present therefore it was felt that all should be able to read the new program prior to the vote in January, however it was viewed positively by those present.

C. Amateur Stake – FEC needs to decide on number of amateur dogs qualified to run an Amateur National (FEC agreed on 30 qualified amateur dogs from Amateur stakes)  This would require 8-10 amateur stakes offered each year.

D. PAWS – due to the inconstancies in the writing of this bill the board strongly encourages individuals to contact there congress people with their thoughts, however the ECSCA will stay neutral on the subject.

II. NCC judges ballot:

It has been discussed in the past that changes in the procedure to create the ballot may be needed.  At this time the FEC is comfortable with the process that currently exists.  Each FEC member is to contribute 8-12 names at the designated time (usually summer) of people that they themselves and the regions that they represent consider qualified candidates to judge the Championship.  The FEC Chair tallies the nominations from the FEC members and takes the top 8-12 names to be on the ballot – where ever the natural break occurs.  It was discussed and strongly agreed upon that FEC members should seek the opinions of ECSCA members in their region to create their list.  Owners of the qualified dogs receive a ballot.

III. Requirements for Cocker Trial Guns and Gun Captains:

It was reviewed that all Guns for Cocker trials shall have attended an AKC gun Seminar by Jan.1, 2006.  In addition the requirements for Gun Captains were established.  A person interested in being a Gun Captain for Cocker trials must complete the following criteria or already be an approved Gun Captain for Springer Trials.

Gun Captain Criteria:

1. Read the text and complete the open book test on Gun Safety gunning for trials.  The text used will be compromised from the AKC Gunning Book.  The test will be created and approved by the FEC.  (Bethann will write the test – FEC reviews prior to publication).  The applicant will keep the text and send in the test with the other required materials.

2. In addition there will be an essay question the applicant must complete where they will have the opportunity to share their experience and background.

3. A letter of recommendation is required that is written by an already approved Gun Captain.

All materials will be sent to the FEC Chair.  The FEC will review the applicant’s materials and vote on their approval.

The approved Gun Captain list will be maintained by the ECSCA Recording Secretary.

IV. FEC nominations for the Member-At-large positions:

Currently there are 9 nominations.  Nominations close Oct. 31, 2005.  The ballot and biographies will be sent out in November by the FEC Chair to all ECSCA members who have designated a field interest.

V. NCC 2006, 2007, and 2008

2006 – Michigan, Sue Rose – Chairperson


Jimmy Lewis – Planter


Dave Barto – Gun Captain

Sue Wilson – Patron Chair


Dick Dixon – Grounds

2007 – Wisconsin, Rumi Schroeder – Chairperson


Land has been leased in addition to the Connelly Farm

2008 – We are looking for an interested club to apply for 2008

VI. New Business

A. Spaniel Trial proposal – Bethann spoke with Mr. John Rabadou, AKC Performance Events Director about the possibility of creating Spaniel Trials that all AKC flushing spaniels could compete in.  He was supportive of the idea and suggested we write it up.  Sue Rose will be doing the writing.  It is estimated to take 1-2 years to gain approval from the AKC.  The idea is that a club could designate in the premium that their trial is a Spaniel Trial and therefore except entries from any approved flushing spaniel breed.  Championship points are awarded to the dog and would apply toward the FC or AFC as always.  This is currently done in the pointer, retriever and herding trials already. 

B. Deadline established to reserve dates for field trials:

All spring trial dates must be sent to the FEC Chairperson by Jan. 31st of the trial year.  All fall trial dates must be sent to the FEC Chairperson by July 31st of the trial year.  There were problems with attendance this past year due to the late planning of trials.  We would like to prevent this and allow ample time for people to plan their trial schedule.

C. Discussion was had about other gun safety and management issues that will continue  in 2006.

