ECSCA Field Events Committee Minutes

Saturday, October 28, 2006

National Cocker Championship

Big Rapids, Michigan

Members in attendance:  Harold Bixby, Ellen Dryke, Bethann Roettger, Sue Rose and Vicky Thomas

Members absent:  Shelly Bell and Paul McGagh

Meeting began:  5:00 pm.
I. Review of General Meeting

Added to the Gun Committee to write the job description will be Tom Calabrese and Mike Gilpin.  This is in addition to the current committee of Dave Barto, Mike Jew and John Leinenger.  The idea of mentoring will be stressed to encourage growth and promote safety.  The committee will present the description to the FEC first and then to the clubs.

II. Amateur Stakes and Amateur NCC

Currently there are 17 dogs qualified – need 30 to run an Amat. NCC

The issue of fundraising for the Amat. NCC was brought up by Vicky.  Possibly a committee to look at this soon would be helpful.  Suggestions for members were Chris Dartt, Rumi Schroeder and Buzz Benson.

III. Request to Move Montana to the West Region from the Midwest region.

Request granted.

IV. Elections/Nominations to the 2007 FEC

Nominations are open until November 15th.  Currently 1 nomination for the south, 2 nominations for the east, 1 nomination for the Midwest and none from the west have been received.
V. Hunting style of the English Cocker – description review for AKC
Bethann presented what the Green Book has written.  It was agreed that this needs to be discussed much more deeply therefore Bethann will tell the AKC that we need time to look at this more thoroughly.

VI. Other Business:

The Bixby Award – move the decision making for this award from the NCC committee to the FEC committee.  There was discussion as to the confusion on this point; however there has been much overlap between the two committees in the past 6 years.  Therefore the choice for the recipient will rest with the FEC.

Field Trial dates – encourage clubs to hold weekend trials as it is easier for many to attend.  This may encourage more growth by amateurs.

Trophy fundraising – suggestion that clubs donate money from their field trials such as $1 per dog.  It was brought up that many clubs could not afford this.  This was just one suggestion and in the future we should be looking for other opportunities to fund the trophies.

Meetings – Possibly having two meetings a year may help with communication.  One could be at a spring trial and then the other at the NCC.  Could be either delegate type or whole group.

FT/HT Subcommittee’s and Club Representation:  It was discussed that clubs need more representation.  After this election we will look to develop a system in which each club will have a representative that will be connected to the elected Region Representative.  Communication should go back and forth between the two allowing for better communication from both the FEC and the clubs.  It was generally supported that the FEC should be split into two subcommittees, one for field trials and one for Hunt/Working tests.  This split would need to be approved by the ECSCA board before further development can continue.

Fieldcockers.com – Vicky would like to look at the current numbers from fieldcockers.com and then also investigate other webmaster options.  She will be getting outside bids to compare to the contract currently held between fieldcockers.com and Sue Rose.  The current contract is due to be revisited at the end of 2006.  

Meeting adjourned:  6:30 p.m.

