Field Events Committee Minutes

July 31, 2004 11:25 a.m.

Holiday Inn Select, Bloomington, Minnesota

Members present:  Bethann Roettger, Sue Rose, Tom Calabrese, Shelly Wiley, Chris Dartt, Tom Ness via phone conference

Members Absent:  Ernie Hasse and Harold Bixby

Next Meeting:  October 2004 – NCC New York  (and at each NCC thereafter)

I. Review FEC Mission Statement

The mission statement will be one sentence, “To foster and promote the English Cocker Spaniel working in the field through providing guidance and assistance in (a) running field events; working tests, hunt tests, field trials, and associated educational functions and (b) promoting the merits and advantages of the English Cocker Spaniel as a companion hunting dog.

Then there will be a list of objectives specifically explaining the many various functions and goals of the FEC.  

One detail added to the draft was that the regionalization system would be reviewed at the end of the decade (2010) with updated membership statistics.

The amended document will be on Fieldcockers once completed.

II. Develop Structure of the FEC

There will be 7 total members of the FEC.  4 members will represent their respective region of the country and the other 3 members will serve as At-Large members.  All members will be appointed by the ECSCA Board based on recommendations from the FEC and will have an equal vote.  The Chairperson will then be appointed or reappointed by the ECSCA Board based on a recommendation by the FEC members.

The regions are as follows:

North-East – Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New York, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Ohio, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, West Virgina and Kentucky

North Central – Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and Wyoming

Southern – Texas, Louisiana, Kansas, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Missouri

Western – Alaska, Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Nevada, California, Hawaii, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, and Colorado

At each NCC FEC meeting new members will be selected and then presented to the ECSCA board for final approval at the January meeting.  The new members will come from nominations by individuals or clubs or the FEC itself.  The 4 regional members will change on alternate years then the 3 At-Large members to insure some continuity on the FEC.  The term for each member is 2 years and a member cannot hold more then 2 (4 years) consecutive terms without a year off.  This first rotation may need to differ slightly due to the fact we need to get it going.

The nomination letter submitted to the FEC or an ECSCA Board member should include information on the nominee including these 5 criteria:

The person shall desire to serve for the betterment of the breed and the growth of the field event activities for the breed (English Cocker Spaniel)

Any ECSCA member that is (or has been) working, training, handling, or exhibiting an English Cocker Spaniel for field events can be on the committee.

Regional Representatives must live in the region they are to represent.  At-Large Representatives can be from anywhere in the country.

The person shall have at least five (5) years experience in field event training or hunting or exhibiting with an English Cocker Spaniel.  The person shall have experience in organizing/running English Cocker Spaniel field events.

The person shall be comfortable with use of e-mail as the basic committee correspondence and communication vehicle.

The ECSCA Corresponding Secretary will be an ex-official member of the committee; 1) to approve and maintain records for ECSCA Working Tests, 2) Official signature for the ECSCA Field Trials, 3) Retain and maintain AKC/ECSCA field event results and titles, 4) Handle official correspondence as requested by the FEC.

Final approval will go to the board in January.

III. NCC ’05 Judges Ballot

In continuing with previous FEC patterns those eligible to vote will own dogs who have qualified within the past 3 years from the date of the NCC.

People receiving ballots will have had a dog placement in the Spring of ’03, Fall of ’03 and spring of ’04.  Obviously dogs placing in the fall of  ‘04 and all of ’05 are unknown.  Each qualified dog’s owner receives a ballot.

Dogs qualified to run in the 2005 NCC will have had a placement in the 3 years preceding the NCC  (2003, 2004, and 2005) as well as all NFC dogs.

This time frame will be reviewed at the end of the decade (2010) or when entry approaches 100 dogs.

Each member of the FEC submitted their list of proposed judges and the totals were openly tallied.  The 10 names to be placed on the ballot are:  Bob Bullard, Janet Christensen, Robb Cotiaux, Al DeFalco, Craig Foss, Paul Harris, Dan Lussen, Sue Neville, Pat Perry, and Bill Zipp.

Ballots will go out shortly and returned in the middle of September.  Specific dates will be determined with Pam Flora, ECSCA Recording Secretary, who counts the ballots, prior to sending them out.

IV. Review the How To Run an ECSCA NCC Guideline document

The majority of the document was approved as written with the following additions or changes:


The NCC trial will start on a Thursday and run through Saturday.

The Gun Captain is selected by the NCC committee and must be approved by the FEC prior to the captain selecting his gun team.  The Gun Team must be approved by the FEC prior to their official notification.  The Gun Team Captain should have gone to the safety seminar.

The NCC Chair no longer becomes a FEC member.

The NCC Chair or appointed delegate who is not running a dog in the NCC will contact and formulate the judge’s contract with the persons selected from the balloting for judges. 

The NCC Secretary will receive a $3 payment for each qualified dog, not just the entered dogs.

This document will be available on request from the FEC Chair or Sue Rose once it has been amended.

V. Review Application to Host and NCC

This was reviewed and approved as it is currently written.  It was noted that applying clubs should fill in as much as they can but it is understood that some factors are always unknown 2-3 years prior to the event.  Ideally the FEC would like the club and location of the NCC locked in at least 2 years in advance.  Final approval by the board will be made in January.

VI. NCC ‘05

An application from a Michigan area group was reviewed.  Tom Ness may be bringing an application from North Dakota to the FEC by Aug. 15th for review as well.  Final approval by the board will be made in September based on the FEC recommendation after Aug. 15th.

VII. Fieldcockers website

Shar Dimick has decided that she would no longer like to maintain the website due to family commitments so a contract for the work was submitted by Nadine Kohn and Mary Kemper who own essft.com  The proposal was reviewed and approval given if the change of 10% of advertisement profits given back to the ECSCA is changed to 20%.  The website would be owned by the ECSCA.  Shelly Wiley will assist by collecting statistics from individual trials and hunt tests to be posted on the website.  Nadine and Mary will resubmit their proposal if they will agree to the change in %.  The proposal will then go to the ECSCA board for final approval in September.

Other business:


Arbitration letter and statement was shared – will be discussed at NCC meeting when there is more information.


Master Hunter Excellent parent club program proposed – will be discussed after members review what the Springers have worked out, to be discussed at the NCC meeting.


A request from a man who owns a Sussex to permit Sussex and other minor spaniels to compete in cocker field trials was shared.  It was determined by the AKC that that is a decision that must be made by the ECSCA and the American Spaniel Club as Parent clubs.  Members are to discuss the idea of a variance for minor spaniel breeds to compete in cocker trials with other ECSCA members during the fall event season and share input at the NCC meeting.


A discussion of Amateur stakes at field trials was brought up.  Sue Rose shared that it will take at least 2 years to make such a rule change.  It was agreed that eventually Amateur stakes would help Field trial size and number grow.  It was also discussed that for quite a while trial clubs may need to hold 2 Open stakes if they want to hold an amateur stake.  Sue Rose will look into the paperwork and process to get this going due to the fact it will take so long to get through the ECSCA, the ASC and the AKC.  It was suggested that within 3-5 years after the approval of an Amateur stake there could be an Amateur NCC.


A pair of field trials at the National (Bench) Specialty will be looked into.  It will depend on the location of the Specialty.  2005 in Massachusetts may be difficult.

Agenda for the FEC meeting at the NCC ’04 in New York:


NCC ’05, ’06, and possibly ’07 locations


FEC membership for ‘05


Promoting ECSCA membership


Criteria for NCC judges and judges in general


Criteria for gunners


Arbitration


Sussex request


Master Hunter Excellent


Green Book


Amateur Stakes at FT’s

