
ECSCA FT Committee Minutes

1/18/07 Telephone Conference Call

Members Present:
Vicky Thomas, Chairman




Barbara Haupt, Eastern Region Rep, HT Committee liason




Martin Bell, Southern Region Representative




Tawney Crawford, Western Region Representative




Paul McGagh, Rep at large




Sue Rose, Rep at large & ECSCA BOD Liason



Invited Guests:
Nancy Murphy, Chairman HT Committee




Tom Calabrese, Gun Committee Chairman




John Leininger,Gun Committee Member





Dave Barto, Gun Committee Member

Not present:

Kathy Moore, President ECSCA




Rumi Schroeder, Midwest Region Representative

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm Pacific Standard Time

Although the intent of Regional Representatives was good, it turns out that the field trial population is disproportionate.  It was decided that at this time we would give North Dakota to the Western Region and Ohio to the Southern Region.  We will revisit this issue in a few weeks.  

Barbara gave a brief review of the notes she prepared regarding a proposed Master Hunting Dog Excellent (MHDX) test.  The Maine Spaniel Field Trial Club held such and event and Barbara prepared a comprehensive evaluation.  It was sent to all of us on the committee by email.  The bottom line is that while it is “do-able”, it is quite demanding of a club and very expensive in terms of birds and manpower.  Tawney mentioned she had attended a UKC Hunt Test in Oregon a few years back and they ran into the same issues.  

Vicky spoke about scheduling dates for field trials and some of the difficulties involved with dates varying from year to year, conflicts with double dating and splitting up circuits.  Martin said that existing clubs should always be able to keep their original date without fear of being bumped.  Paul said that if a date is open, we can’t dictate another more convenient date to a club.  At best we can only encourage clubs to work together to make, or keep, a circuit. 

We discussed how to finalize a gun program.  Should it be a vote of trial giving clubs, ECSCA individual members or anyone interested in Cocker Field Trials?  Tawney suggested that it should be a committee decision based upon as much input as we can get from any source.  No decision was made at this time.

The rest of the meeting was devoted to a proposed gun program.  Tom started by giving us some background on the former Cocker Gun Advisory Committee and its proposal.   One concern was that the criteria for Gun Captains was too restrictive and might prevent some trials from finding gunners.  Dave made several recommendations which were discussed at great length.  Tawney requested written clarification which Tom said he would provide.  This written form will be presented to the committee as soon as he is able.  Once we receive this written information, we will then have to approve it for presentation to the cocker community for their input.  

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:30 PST with tentative plans to meet again by telephone conference call on February 8th.


