3/7/07 ECSCA FTC Minutes

Telephone conference Call

Chairman Vicky Thomas called meeting to order at 5:30PM, PST.  Committee members present: Rumi Schroeder, Martin Bell, Tawney Crawford, Barbara Haupt and Paul McGagh

The hunting style description for the English Cocker Spaniel, prepared by the Hunt Test Committee and distributed with the FTC minutes of 2/21/07, generated a lot of interest and a lot of constructive criticism.  This committee feels that all of the comments received by the FTC were well thought out and were worthy of consideration.  It was unclear to this committee whether the description is available for rewrite since the Board of Directors had already approved it.  This prompted a subsequent telephone to the President of ECSCA, Kathy Moore who was not at the teleconference.  She suggested the FTC submit a report to the ECSCA Board of Directors at their May 4th meeting with suggested changes and recommendations.  She suggests we submit a written document prior to the meeting, however the oral presentation should not just be a reading of the document, but further description either by visual aid or some other form.  The FTC Chairman has asked Martin Bell to act as Chairman of this report.

The Fieldcockers web site is still in transition.  It seems the deeper one goes into the computer program(s), the more apparent it is that someone with “inside” knowledge is required to manage the site.  Vicky has purchased a Dreamweaver program (without Photoshop) and is attempting, somewhat successfully, to post new material to the site.   Nadine Kohn is still getting information and ads to put on the web site.  Vicky suggested we begin to organize the business end, such as opening a bank account to handle future funds and those on the signature cards.

We further discussed the proposal by the Montana group to hold the NCC in 2008.  Dominique Savoie’s proposal was very well done and included much of the vital information that any FTC committee might need to recommend approving the NCC.  This prompted discussions about future NCC’s and where the FTC’s interaction should end so as not to “Micro-manage” the Host Club.  We would like to make recommendations that future proposals include such things as the name of the Gun Captain, Bird Planter, gun team members etc.  It was recognized that, because of the time frame involved between applying for the national and the actual event, many things can change, but the proposal should have many of the Trial’s key components stated.  

A copy of the most recent version of the Field Trial Gunner description follows.  It was received after the meeting, but was on the agenda to be discussed, so it is being included here for review.

Draft  3-09-07

Function Description
Title: 
Field Trial Gunner

Reports to: Field Trial Gun Captain

Purpose

This position is responsible for the safe and quality performance as a member of the Field Trial Gun Team.  The Field Trial Gun (“Gunner”) is invited by the Gun Captain and participates with the field trial management, judges, planters and handlers to ensure a successful event.

Primary Function and Responsibilities

· The “Gunner” at the direction of the Field Trial Gun Captain, reviews the trial gunning plan, course outline, rotation, etc., and any other pertinent issues prior to the start of the field trial. 

· All Field Trial Guns must utilize a 12 gauge double gun, in accordance with AKC Field Trial guidelines.  The double gun should be in excellent operating condition and only factory ammunition should be utilized.

· The “Gunner” should look to the Gun Captain as a mentor and must be resilient and positive after honest performance review by the Gun Captain.

· The “Gunner” must have the ability to (1) “read” Spaniels, (2) understand various wind conditions, (3) understand scenting conditions, and (4) capable to adjust shooting to the cover.  

· The “Gunner” must have the ability and discipline to “clear the area” before shooting. There can be no compromise to safety; additionally the “Gunner” has the ability to determine when to allow the bird(s) not to be shot.

· The “Gunner” must cleanly and consistently kill the birds flushed by the Spaniel.  Each shot should be in a sportsmanlike manner, again, with no compromise to safety.  The “Gunner” shoots for the dog, giving each and every dog a fair retrieve to test their marking and retrieving skills.

· The “Gunner” willfully requests a substitution at the first sign of fatigue or under par shooting performance. 

· The “Gunner” should come prepared to the trial with good quality field gear for all  weather conditions. It’s not possible to shoot one’s best in inclement weather with poor equipment.

Knowledge and Skill Guidelines

· Has experience in training spaniels in hunt tests and/or field trials.

· Has completed the Spaniel Field Trial Gun Safety Seminar.

· Has extensive experience shooting over spaniels in club training sessions.

· Has experience shooting in practice for local “pros”.

· Has a history of safe shooting conduct.

· Be knowledgeable of ECSCA green book

· Be knowledgeable of AKC Rules and Regulations for Field Trials.

END

Respectfully submitted,

Tawney Crawford

