10-25-07 ECSCA FTC General Meeting

Holiday Inn 

Manitowoc, Wisconsin

After postponement from the preceding night, Vicky Thomas called the meeting to order during the NCC Banquet with apologies for the inconvenience of a mealtime meeting.  She felt that it was important for all those in attendance be advised of the FTC’s activity during the months prior to the NCC and open the floor for comments and discussion from anyone who wished.

It was motioned, seconded and passed that the meeting would not run longer than one hour.

Tom Calabrese gave a report on the status of the Gun Committee.  We’ve had 12 of the 14 clubs approve the Gun Program developed over the year.  It is believed the two clubs that have not responded will approve the program, but probably not had a meeting to discuss it.  There were no questions or comments for the gun committee.

We next reported on the establishment of a “Judges Criteria Committee” headed by Paul McGagh to address the issue if there should be eligibility requirements for our Field Trial Judges.  There was general approval that this committee should be organized to establish some sort of criteria.

The next issue involved the procedure to select judges for the NCC.  Some felt alternate methods of getting potential judges to vote for would be appropriate.  Currently the names for the ballot are developed by the FTC committee and that this year we had asked for suggestions from the general population by reporting in our minutes that we were in the process of selecting judges.  It was suggested that each trial club submit names.  Dave Barto suggested the alternate judge be an automatic choice for the following year.  Dominique Savoie said that the present system is working and that it was not necessary to change anything.  

Dennis Joannides requested that the qualification dates for voting for NCC judges be revised. Sue Rose said that only 55% of all the qualified dog owners actually vote.    However, Dennis felt that the owners of the dogs that qualified for the current year’s NCC should all be voting on the judges for the next NCC.  This will be discussed by the FTC in a future meeting.

Buzz Benson gave a report on electronic entries.  He explained the ease of the system and the fact that the system would alleviate most of the work required by the field trial secretary to prepare premiums, running orders, catalogs and accounting.  In addition the system tracks trial results, high points and the points of each individual dog.  The cost for the contract we’ve been considering is $1,000.00 per year.  There would be various ways that money could be recovered.  One way would be to charge $4.00 for each dog registered in a field trial via internet.  An additional method would be to charge the field trial clubs that used the system.  Some felt those with multiple dogs would not want to pay a large fee to enter via internet.  It was stressed that this was an “optional” program and would be left up to each field trial club if they wanted to use it.  And, even if a club did determine that it wanted electronic entries, they would still accept “snail mail” ones.  The contract would only obligate us for one year in case the system didn’t work out as well as expected.  There were several questions and comments.

Jim Karlovec suggested that we open the cocker field trials to other spaniel breeds.  This might encourage more participation.  The various breeds that wanted to participate would need to work through their own parent clubs to make this happen. Jim will work on a letter/form to help people to present this to their clubs.  

Buck Grabowski suggests another stake (futurity?) that would encourage new participants; one that would limit participation to those who are just starting out.  Once they’ve received a pre-determined placement or the title of FC or AFC is achieved, that owner/handler would no longer be eligible to compete in that stake.

Tawney gave a brief overview of the request to AKC to accept a Master Hunt qualifying score as an additional way to certify for a water test for FC/AFC championship status.  Although well received by The American Spaniel Club and AKC, the matter is still pending a response from the ESSFTA. 

We had several other issues on the agenda that were not addressed due to time limitations.

